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continued >

A multiparametric medical monitor was used to 
measure the RR, and a digital calliper was used for 
PD measurement. Music was delivered through 
headphones, which fully covered the patient’s ears. 
P values <0.05 were considered to be statistically 
significant.

Results ̵ Statistically significant differences between 
stimuli conditions for all surgical points were 
obtained for RR (T1, P = 0.03; T2, P = 0.00; and 
T3, P = 0.00) and for PD (T1, P = 0.03; T2, P = 
0.04; and T3, P = 0.00). Most individuals exhibited 
lower values for RR and PD when exposed to CM, 
intermediate values to PM, and higher values to HM.

Insights About Pussycats: 
Bonnie Beaver
Feline Behavior, Bonnie Beaver, 
Elsevier Health Sciences, 2003.

Cats and Dogs Research Review
Research in, on, or about cats and dogs
by Nan Swift, Improbable Research staff

Verdict on Cats vs. Dogs
“Interrelationships of Dogs (Canis 
familiaris) and Cats (Felis catus L.) 
Living Under the Same Roof,” Neta-li 
Feuerstein and Joseph Terkel, Applied 
Animal Behaviour Science, Volume 113, 
Issues 1-3, September 2008, Pages 150-
165. (Thanks to Hugh Henry for bringing 
this to our attention.) The authors, at  
Tel Aviv University, report:

Interrelationships of dogs and cats 
living together were studied here 
in an attempt to determine the 
main factors influencing the type 
of relationship likely to develop 
between the two species... The 
findings revealed the following: 
Both species showed a similar 
ability to establish a relatively 
amicable relationship with the other 
species; the animals’ gender had 
little influence on the nature of their 
interrelationship; and adoption of 
the cat prior to the dog appears to 
conduce to establishing an amicable 
relationship, as does their first 
encounter taking place at an early age 
(up to 6 months of age in cats and up 
to 1 year in dogs). The findings also 
suggest that the majority of these dogs 
and cats understood the particular 
body language displayed by one 
animal that has an opposite meaning  
for the other species.

Detail from the study “Interrelationships of Dogs (Canis familiaris) and Cats (Felis  
catus L.) Living Under the Same Roof.”
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Babes: Cats & Dog Torsos
“Are Torsos the Basis for Infants’ Categorization of Cats 
Versus Dogs? A Reply to Vidic and Haaf (2004),” Paul C. 
Quinn, Psychological Record, Fall 2005, vol. 55, no. 4, 
pp. 663–667. The author, at the University of Delaware, 
explains:

Vidic and Haaf questioned the idea that infants use 
head information to categorize cats as distinct from 
dogs and argued instead that the torso region is 
important. However, ... only a single cat-dog pairing 
and set of pig parts were used as test stimuli... The 
evidence does not support the conclusion that the 
torso is important for infants’ categorization of cats 
versus dogs.

Overweight Owners and Cats vs. Dogs
“Overweight in Dogs, But Not in Cats, Is Related to 
Overweight in Their Owners.” Marieke L. Nijland, Frank 
Stam, and Jacob C. Seidell, Public Health Nutrition, vol. 
13, no. 1, 2010, pp 102-106. The authors, at VU University, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, report:

We found a significant relationship between the 
degree of overweight of dogs and the BMI [body 
mass index] of their owners. Correction for length 
of ownership, gender, and age of the animal, and 
gender, age, education level, and activity score of 
the owner did not materially affect this relationship. 
However, after correction for the amount of time the 
dog was being walked each day, this relationship 
disappeared. No significant relationship was found 
between the degree of overweight of cats and the 
BMI of their owners.

Do Not Chase Cats
“Nonfatal Fall-Related Injuries Associated with Dogs and 
Cats ̵ United States, 2001̵2006,” Judy A. Stevens, Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report, vol. 58, no. 11, March 27, 
2009, pp. 277-281. (Thanks to Scott Langill for bringing 
this to our attention.) The author, at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, reports:

Approximately 11.7% of injuries occurred while 
persons were chasing cats. [The corresponding 
figure for injuries sustained in connection with dogs 
is 5.0%.]

New Old Pet Theory
“The Perils of Pet Ownership: A New Fall-Injury Risk 
Factor,” Susan E. Kurrle, Robert Day, and Ian D. Cameron, 
Medical Journal of Australia, vol. 181, 2004, pp. 682–3. 
(Thanks to Francesca Collins for bringing this to our 
attention.) The authors, in Sydney, Australia, report:

Objective: To describe fall-related injuries due to 
pets in an older population.

Participants and setting: Patients aged 75 years and 
over presenting to the emergency department of a 
metropolitan hospital in northern Sydney over 18 
months, with a fracture directly related to their pet.

Results: 16 cases (mean patient age, 81 years) are 
described; 13 (81%) involved women. Animals of 
five species were involved, with cats and dogs being 
the most common pet hazard.

Conclusions: Pets are a potential environmental 
hazard in the occurrence of fall-related injuries in 
older people, with dogs and cats most likely to be 
involved. Women appear more likely than men to  
be injured.

Detail from the study “The Perils of Pet Ownership: A New 
Fall-Injury Risk Factor.”




