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What This Is About... 
Most people seldom, if ever, read an actual published academic study. The subject matter can seem 
obscure. The writing can seem abstruse, stilted, fanatically technical. 
But, but, but...! Some of these papers have parts that — if you choose to look at them in a relaxed way — 
rival the best theatrical scripts ever written. 
 

Before the Show 
 
DEAR READER (before the show starts)… 

• Please arrive a little early. 
• There will be a stack of printed, bizarre, genuine studies. Choose the one that most appeals to you. 
• Skim through it, and choose one or more passages that your favorite actor would find delightful to 

real aloud in some extremely colorful way. Keep it short — enough words to last about two (2) 
minutes. 

• Today, you will be that actor. Treat the words as fantastic theatrical prose — nothing more, 
nothing less. Perform it in any style you like (over-the-top is AOK, if that's your cup of tea). 

 

During the Show 
 
DEAR AUDIENCE… 

• The person reading this paper to you has no familiarity with what they are reading. They saw it for 
the first time just a few minutes ago. 

• After the reading, you may ask questions. Be aware that the reader knows little more than you do. 
 
DEAR READER (about reading)… 

• FIRST, sketch for the audience, in a sentence or two, who you are. 
• THEN tell the basic facts — the paper's title, who wrote it, when and where it was published. 
• THEN read aloud one or more brief passages—in whatever manner most pleases you — but 

please DO NOT ADD COMMENTS OR JOKES! 
 
DEAR READER (about answering questions)… 

• Answer any way you like, with just one rule: NO BULLSHITTING. 
• If you don’t know the answer, say so. If you want to speculate, make that clear. 

 


