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Starting from a statement brought home by Bob Dylan [1965a], we estimate the value of Love using basic algebra

of need [Mottram, 1965], perhaps some calculus, maybe a bit of the geometry of innocence [Dylan, 1965f], and a
lot of wishful thinking.

The Limits of Love

We begin with the following assertion by Dylan [1965a]:
(Love - 0) / No Limit (1)

using the expression on the record label in preference to the statement on the back cover [1965b], and taking a cue
from the author’s statement that it is a fraction [1965c].

Setting aside the question of whether the use of an expression here marks Dylan as an Expressionist, we set the
expression equal to X, which is unspecified for the moment, and solve for Love:

X = (Love - 0) / No Limit 2)
Thus:
(No Limit) X = Love - 0 = Love (3)
where we've made use of the fact that for any A, A-0=A.
Thué Love = something times “No Limit.” The traditional quantity that has no limit is infinite, thus we get Love

is infinite, assuming that X is finite. If X is 0, we have 0 times infinity, which is indefinite.

Signs of Love

However, if X is negative, or “Less than Zero” [Costello, 1977], we get the result that Love is infinitely negative.
This is perhaps enough negativity to succeed when gravity fails you [Dylan, 1965d], and will probably get the
reader down. We may allow (no limit) to be negative, in which case we’ll want either both X and (no limit) to
be positive at the same time or both negative.

Other than the sign of X [Dylan, 1967a], however, there is nothing specified about it. If X is complex, then it has
areal partthatactsasabove and animaginary part, in which case (No Limit) times Xis also complex, which makes
Love both complex and partly imaginary [Whitfield-Strong, 196?]. Dylan himself has explored this idea
extensively in later investigations [1975a, 1975b], with extensive revisions [1984, 1974/1993, various public
presentations since 1975].
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At any rate, we can conclude definitely [Anderson, 1982] that:
X =X (4)
We thus sum up by offering the following observations:
1. Love is infinite if X is finite.
2. Love is indefinite if X is zero.
3. Love is infinitely negative if X is negative.

4. Love is imaginary if X is imaginary.

Fractal Love is Problematic

There remain some questions regarding the appropriateness of using fractal math-
ematics to resolve these problems, e.g., “iaccept chaos.iamnot sure whetheritaccepts
me” [Dylan, 1965e]. But we should also clarify that we are not putting infinity up on
trial [Dylan, 1966] here. Love is, after all, just a four-letter word [Dylan, 1967b].
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Testers Wanted

We are a forty-six year old R&D firm looking for experienced post-doctoral researchers and other laboratory, clinical and field test personnel to
evaluate our newly patented line of hand-tooled, artificially semi-intelligent titanium condoms. The test has three simultaneous protocols involv-

ing designs for (a) men, (b) women and (c) unisex. Send resume and other pertinent information to Box 9992041068255321, Los Angeles, CA
90804 between the hours of 8 am. and 6 pm. Pacific time.
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