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continued >

Electroejaculation in the Rhinoceros
Seminal experiments with large, horned animals
by R.B. Bohaker, Improbable Research sta!

Persistence Presumably Pays O.
“Monitoring Electroejaculation in the Rhinoceros with Ultrasonography,” Nan 
Schaffer, Tom Meehan, William Bryant, and Dalen Agnew, Society for Theriogenology, 
3URFHHGLQJV�IRU�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ��$XJXVW�������.DQVDV�&LW\��0LVVRXUL. (Thanks to 
%RE�&DPSEHOO�IRU�EULQJLQJ�WKLV�WR�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�� The authors demonstrate something 
XQXVXDO�LQ�VFLHQWL¿F�ZULWLQJ��WKH�SRZHU�RI�D�ZHOO�FUDIWHG�OHDG�VHQWHQFH��7KH�DUWLFOH�
begins with the following statement:

(OHFWURHMDFXODWLRQ�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�SHUIRUP�RQ�WKH�UKLQRFHURV�

Nan Schaffer, lead author of the study 
“Monitoring Electroejaculation in the 
5KLQRFHURV�ZLWK�8OWUDVRQRJUDSK\�´�

'UDZLQJ�E\�1DQ�6ZLIW�



19  |  Annals of Improbable Research  |  March–April 2020  |  vol. 26, no. 2  |  improbable.com <    Contents    >

Electroejaculation in the Rhinoceros [continued]

A Uniquely Designed Probe
“Semen Collection in Rhinoceroses (5KLQRFHURV�XQLFRUQLV, Diceros 
bicornis, &HUDWRWKHULXP�VLPXP) by Electroejaculation With a Uniquely 
Designed Probe,” Terri L. Roth, Monica A. Stoops, Mark W. Atkinson, 
Evan S. Blumer, Mark K. Campbell, Ken N. Cameron, Scott B. Citino, 
and Adolf K. Maas, -RXUQDO�RI�=RR�DQG�:LOGOLIH�0HGLFLQH, vol. 36, no. 
4, 2005, pp. 617-627. The authors, at Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical 
Garden; The Wilds, Cumberland, Ohio; White Oak Conservation 
Center, Yulee, Florida; Exotic and Companion Animal Veterinary 
Services, Mooresville, Indiana; and Montana Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks report:

The goal of this study was to develop a reliable method of 
electroejaculation in the rhinoceros by designing a rectal probe that 
DSSURSULDWHO\�¿WV�WKH�DQDWRP\�RI�WKLV�WD[RQ«

The probe consisted of an oblate, ellipsoid head containing three 
electrodes. The head of the probe was shaped in a manner that 
facilitated both insertion through the tight anal sphincter and 
electrode contact with the rectal lining over the accessory glands 
during stimulation. The probe assembly was constructed from a 
solid rod of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) stock, standard PVC pipe, 
ÀH[LEOH�FRSSHU�WXELQJ��VWDQGDUG�PXOWLVWUDQG�LQVXODWHG�FRSSHU�ZLUH��
two-part epoxy putty, and appropriate adhesives….

One person handled the probe, the second delivered the stimulation 
by controlling the electroejaculator, the third recorded the data, the 
IRXUWK�PDVVDJHG�WKH�SHQLV��DQG�WKH�¿IWK�NHSW�WKH�WLS�RI�WKH�SHQLV�LQ�
a collection cup. Additional hands were required to take cups with 
sample fractions and supply new cups and to hold the ropes around 
the rhinoceros’s hind legs.

'HWDLO�IURP�WKH�VWXG\�³6HPHQ�&ROOHFWLRQ�LQ�5KLQRFHURVHV�
(Rhinoceros unicornis, Diceros bicornis, Ceratotherium simum) 
E\�(OHFWURHMDFXODWLRQ�:LWK�D�8QLTXHO\�'HVLJQHG�3UREH�´

)XUWKHU�GHWDLO�IURP�WKH�VWXG\�³6HPHQ�&ROOHFWLRQ�LQ�5KLQRFHURVHV�
(Rhinoceros unicornis, Diceros bicornis, Ceratotherium simum) by 
(OHFWURHMDFXODWLRQ�:LWK�D�8QLTXHO\�'HVLJQHG�3UREH�´


